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Whether the project is big or small, inside or 
out Culver’s Painting will handle your needs.

Interior Painting & Staining • Exterior Painting 
& Staining • Deck Staining & Power Washing

cory@culverspainting.com
608.225.2577 • www.culverspainting.com

Contact 
Cory today to 

schedule your 
FREE ESTIMATE!

Helping Hands to Bring You Home

Thank You for Choosing Oak Park® 
Place 4 Category Finalist 2013  
Star of Madison Awards!

2013 Star of MadiSon 4 CategorY finaliSt:   
Assisted Living Facility, Nursing Home, Rehabilitation  
Facility and Senior Living Facility.

2012 Monona CHaMBer of CoMMerCe 
BuSineSS of tHe Year

Whether you make your home at Oak Park® Place or join us for a 
short term stay, we’ll help you find your way. With a full continuum  
of care, Oak Park Place has programs to engage your active lifestyle 
— providing assistance with daily living when needed.

Choose a community whose professional, compassionate staff can 
bring you home — or help make Oak Park Place your home. 

Find us on Facebook

MADISON:  
618-719 Jupiter Drive • (608) 663-8600  
Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care  
• Rehabilitation • Long-term Skilled Nursing Care 

www.oakParkPlace.comLive Life. Live Well. 

WHEN YOUR HOME LOAN IS NOT GOING
WELL, CALL JIM – HE GETS IT DONE!

Program rates, terms, and conditions are subject to change at any time. All approvals are subject to underwriting guidelines. Wintrust Mortgage 
is a division of Barrington Bank & Trust, N.A., a Wintrust Community Bank. Wintrust NMLS# 449042.  © 2011 Wintrust Mortgage 110904964

 
 

 

 

Let Jim show you the benefits that a
Broker/Banker combination can provide!

Call his personal Pope Line at (608) 469-6000.

Jim Pope
Senior Mortgage Consultant
NMLS# 755964
10 West Mifflin Street
Madison, WI 53703
Phone: (608) 282-4821

VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR'S CORNER

AS SPRING APPROACHES, work continues 
in pursuit of the development at 601 N 
Sherman Avenue. The developer had made 
application to the WEDC for grant assis-
tance in the site clean-up for this area. Site 
clean-up is related to contamination that 
is believed to exist in certain parts of the 
parcel from prior businesses. Good news 
was recently reported that the developer 
has been awarded that grant assistance. The 
village will be meeting with the developer 
soon to discuss and finalize the Developers 
Agreement for this project.

There is still a developer interested in 
the open lot and empty buildings on the 
west side of N Sherman Avenue at Roxbury 
Road. Another meeting will take place soon 
as the Developer looks to find a compro-
mise that meets their needs and the needs 
of nearby residents. I will continue to keep 
you informed if anything more definitive 
gets proposed.

With the melting of snow, the village engi-
neer and village staff have made some pre-
liminary inspections of 2014 project zones. 
Specifically, review was made for areas 
where standing water could be found on 

sidewalks. Because of the frost conditions 
still in the ground and the slow movement 
of water off the sidewalk surface, these areas 
of concern will be monitored for ongoing 
problems. A more detailed walk thru the 
project zones will take place as the weather 
gets better. If you see an area of concern, 
send an email or call the Village Center to 
talk with me about those possible problems.

Don’t forget that the All Village Garage 
Sale has been set for Saturday, May 16. An 
option we are offering to Upper Bluff and 
Fuller's Woods residents is to rent space 
in a park in the lower bluff. The downside 
is that you would need to move your sale 
items, along with tables etc., from your 
home to your designated location. The 
upside is that the amount of traffic in the 
lower bluff is substantially higher than the 
traffic that makes it to other areas of the vil-
lage. I think most people who come to the 
garage sale, find the sales in the lower bluff 
and don’t quite make it past them. If you are 
interested in this rental, please contact Tim 
or Curt at the Village Center.

Regarding the traffic associated with 
the garage sale, the plan right now is to 

implement a One Way street on the entire 
length of Kensington Drive from Lakewood 
to Fisk Place. Coming out of the MBCC 
parking lot and going southbound, that one 
block will allow for two way traffic. Also, 
traffic on Woodland Circle will be One Way 
from the south entrance near Firemen's 
Park to the north entrance near the MBCC. 
On both Kensington and Woodland Circle, 
we will maximize parking by allowing park-
ing on both sides of the street and, there will 
be one lane of traffic.

Tim Krueger
Village Administrator/Police Chief
tjkrueger@villageofmaplebluff.org 
244-3048 ext. 111
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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Emergency..............................................................911 
Fire/Rescue Department (non-emergency)....244-3390
Police Department (non-emergency).............255-2345
Police Department (business line)………… 244-1430
Village Center.................................................244-3048
Public Works...................................................244-3048
Wisconsin Poison Center (Control).......1800-222-1222
Recreation………………………………………244-3048

PUBLISHER Paul Rozeski

CONTENT COORDINATOR Erin Vander Weele

DESIGN Hilary Sumnicht

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER Jonah Westrich, 
Isthmus Media Group

PUBLICATION TEAM

Are you on the association board for your subdivision? 
Contact us for information on how you can submit articles, 

updates, reminders, events and more to the residents. 
We create customized Homeowners Association sections 

at no cost to the HOA or the residents.

HOA SUBMISSION INFORMATION

Have feedback, ideas or submissions? We are always happy 
to hear from you! Deadlines for submissions are the 13th of 

each month. Email your thoughts, ideas, and photos to: 
evanderweele@bestversionmedia.com

FEEDBACK/IDEAS/SUBMISSIONS

TIMETABLE OF MAGAZINE DEADLINES
DUE DATE FOR CONTENT	 MAGAZINE EDITION

December 13..............................................January
January 13..................................................February
February 13.................................................March
March 13.....................................................April
April 13.......................................................May
May 13........................................................June
June 13.......................................................July
July 13........................................................August
August 13...................................................September
September 13.............................................October
October 13..................................................November
November 13..............................................December

Magazines usually arrive within the first week of every 
month, but can vary depending on the post office.

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN ANY OF THE 
FOLLOWING WISCONSIN COMMUNITIES? 

Appleton/Neenah, Brookfield, Delafield, Fitchburg, 
Fond du Lac, Germantown, Green Bay, Kohler, Maple Bluff, 
Mequon, Middleton, Oak Creek, Oconomowoc, Oshkosh, 

Pewaukee, Racine, River Hills, Sun Prairie, Waukesha, 
Wausau, Wauwatosa, Whitefish Bay

Contact: Paul Rozeski Phone: 608-239-2944
Email: paulr@bestversionmedia.com

ADVERTISING

Dear Residents,
This month, for many the focus turns to spring cleaning, gardening and 
home improvements. I am not one who enjoys cleaning, but it always 
feels good to have everything organized and sparkling when I’m done. It’s 
like a fresh start as we head into a new season.

Gardening may seem like work, but it also can be very relaxing to 
spend the day outdoors planting flowers. It’s also rewarding to see the 
flowers and trees grow. This spring I will start growing a Christmas tree, 
in hopes we can use it in a few years. Although this is my first time plant-
ing a tree, so I’m not sure if it will work! 

While you may be busy this spring, I hope you also make it to the 
farmers market on the square, starting April 18. Sometimes I miss 
having the market in my backyard when I lived near the Capitol. It may 
no longer be close, but I still like to go to get fresh produce and enjoy a 
sunny Saturday morning. It is great how many amazing vendors partici-
pate in the market. There is always so much variety! 

If you want to share photos in the maga-
zine or know a neighbor who is interested 
in being featured, please do not hesitate to 
send me a message to the email below.

Best, 

FINANCIAL ADVISOR Kristian Finfrock

EXPERT CONTRIBUTORS

 Erin Vander Weele
Content Coordinator
evanderweele@bestversionmedia.com

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, advertisements and advertorials 
are not necessarily endorsed by or represent the views of Best Version Media 
(BVM) or any municipality, homeowners associations, businesses or organizations 
that this publication serves. BVM is not responsible for the reliability, suitability or 
timeliness of any content submitted. All content submitted is done so at the sole 
discretion of the submitting party. © 2015 Best Version Media. All rights reserved. Lunch Men

All your favorites in a lunch size for 
a lunch price starting January 5th 2015!

From January 5th – February 13th 
receive a FREE fountain soda with 

each lunch entrée purchased
www.benvenutos.com

*Dine In Only*
Offer not valid with other discounts or offers
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NOTES FROM THE DEPT. OF PUBLIC WORKS

THE ROLLER COASTER winter contin-
ues.  After a very cold February we have 
been experiencing a rather mild March.  
Even the long range forcast suggests that 
the mild temperatures will continue with 
light if any precipitation. As a whole, the 
winter gave us a mixture of temperatures 
with lite precipitation amounts. Hopefully 
the spring is moderate and allows us to 
get the village looking green again. The 
first arrival of warming temps had pro-
vided us with standing water from the 
snow melt and lots of frost still in the 
ground.  I would expect by now that the 
frost has subsided and moisture is able to 
perk through the soil. We have and will 
continue to monitor locations that display 
problematic ponding of water.

We will keep an eye on the develop-
ment and establishment of grass along 
terrace and park ways that were dis-
turbed and restored during the 2014 CIP. 
Considering how late some of the grass 
seed was placed, it is hard to predict how 
well the grass had been able to estab-
lish itself. Areas that require additional 
restoration will receive it from the con-
tractor of last year’s project. Again, we will 
monitor these needs until satisfied.

We have most recently been perform-
ing maintenance cleaning of the sanitary 
sewer lines associated with last year’s 
project as well to make sure everything is 
working as designed.  This has also been 
a great time to begin our annual storm 
water catch basin cleaning. Both of these 
systems will get plenty of attention this 
spring and if there are any “needs” they 
will be addressed in short order.

You may see us operating hydrants in 
the village this spring. This is needed for 
a couple of reasons. First, confirms the 
operational integrity of each hydrant. 
Secondly, flushes the lateral feed to the 
hydrant prior to any main line flushing 
that takes place this time of year for water 
quality. We will place information boards 
out prior to the main line flushing.

The past two winters have been brutal 
on the street pavement. It is guaran-
teed that concrete and asphalt will crack 
at some point. When this happens with 
roadways, the best approach is to crack 
seal these areas as soon as practical. 
For street maintenance, this is the best 
spent money to keep the surface in good 

condition. There will be no shortage of 
areas requiring this process.

I will be providing the Urban Forestry 
Committee recommended row trees for 
removal, as well as, locations and trees for 
replacement during a meeting in March.  
Removing trees is not the most popular 
act we do, but when necessary, due to 
higher risk of failure and hazard, it is an 
act that we must do for everyone’s safety.

Please look for educational/informa-
tional material covering cross connection 
in this and future newsletters. It is a long 
standing requirement of the DNR to 
perform cross connection inspections in 

residential and commercial industries for 
water quality. I will ask of you the resi-
dents of Maple Bluff to help us achieve 
our annual inspection goal of 55 residen-
tial inspections by calling in and making 
an appointment for us to come to your 
home and provide a cross connection 
survey with you. The in home survey 
should take 15-20 minutes and can be 
done at a time that is most convenient to 
you.  Thank You!  Call with your ques-
tions and concerns.

Tom Schroeder
Public Works
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DID YOU KNOW THAT THERE 
ARE OVER 550 WAYS TO FILE 

FOR SOCIAL SECURITY?

Kristian L. Finfrock
Founder and Financial Advisor,
Retirement Income Strategies

LOCAL RETIREMENT SPECIALIST, 
TELEVISION PERSONALITY AND 

RADIO SHOW HOST

Contact us to learn 
what other advisors are not 

saying about these important 
social security issues:

“When is the optimal time for me to 
start drawing social security benefits?

“How can I maximize benefits for 
myself and my spouse?”

“What are Delayed Retirement 
Credits and how can I use them to 
earn more income?”

“How can I prepare to receive 
retirement benefits?”

“What are the other strategies I 
can implement to maximize my 
retirement income?”

#1

#3

#5

#2

#4

7 East Main Street, Ste 6 
Evansville, WI 53536 

(608) 208-1800

2810 Crossroads Dr. 
Ste 4000

Madison, WI 53718 
(888) 275-3935

www.MadisonMoneyGuy.com
Securities offered through Kalos Capital, Inc. and Investment Advisory Services offered through Kalos 

Management, Inc., both at 11525 Park Woods Circle, Alpharetta, GA 30005, (678) 356-1100. Retirement 
Income Strategies is not an affiliate or subsidiary of Kalos Capital, Inc. or Kalos Management, Inc.

Call or email us today for our FREE Consumer's 
Guide To Maximizing Social Security Decisions. 

608.208.1800 or info@Ri-Strategies.com

As Featured On:

A benefit for the North/Eastside Senior Coalition
Friday, April 17, 6:00 - 9:30 p.m.

Cherokee Country Club, 5000 N Sherman Avenue

Silent Auction
Door  Prizes

6:00 - 7:00
Social Hour

cash bar
hors d’oeuvres

7:00 - 9:00
Bingo

Includes “2 for 1” fish fry coupon valid at Cherokee Country Club 
 Advance sales only by April 9 

For details contact Trisha at 243-5252 or  trosbeck@nescoinc.org

Black T ie 

Tickets:
$40/single
$70/couple

Many thanks to our sponsor

BULLETIN BOARD

INTRODUCTORY MEMBERSHIPS
FOR VILLAGE RESIDENTS

(Can participate in introductory membership one time)
 

SOCIAL/ POOL/ TENNIS (SPT) INTRO 
FOR VILLAGE RESIDENTS: 

$1,500 + tax, payable over three months, includes $500 toward 
Food and Beverage charge.  No dues or fees until January of the 

following year, should you join as a member.
 

SOCIAL INTRO FOR VILLAGE RESIDENTS:
$535 + tax, payable over two months, includes $200 towards 

Food and Beverage charges.  No dues or fees until January of the 
following year, should you join as a member.

 
Please check with Jennifer Porter at (608) 249-2144 for details.
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PARKS & RECREATION NEWS

YOUTH ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS:
Camp Ya-Gotta-Wanna
Dates: June 15 – August 14
Time: 1pm-4pm
Fee: $325
Age: 3-7 years old 
Location: Firemen’s Park
Registration Deadline: Friday, April 
10 (post 4/10 late fee is $30)

This 9 week summer program meets at 
Firemen's Park M, W & F from 1pm-4pm. 
Enrollment for this program is open to all 
Maple Bluff resident children between the 
ages of 3 and 7 (entering 2nd grade in fall of 
2015). This afternoon playgroup program will 
offer structured and free play opportunities, 
as well as, arts and craft projects. Groupings 
will be divided based on age of the children 
and the parent volunteers will try their best 
to group your child with their friends.

Arts & Athletics
Dates: June 15 – August 14
Time: 2pm-4pm
Fee: $153
Age 7-12
Location: Beach Park
This 9-week summer program provides youth 
(entering 2nd through 6th grade) a fun, safe 
environment that provides fun activities at the 
Maple Bluff Beach Park. This program is an open 
program (participants may leave the beach at 
any time throughout the program with written 
permission from parents) with attendance taken 
daily. Throughout the summer participants will 
participate in arts, crafts, games, sports and 
other exciting activities. On occasion small 
groups may leave the Beach for other activities, 
but notification will be made to parents with 
confirmation that this will occur. Please note in 
the event of inclement weather, A & A may be 
cancelled for the safety of participants and staff.

Archery (Beginners)
Dates: Tuesdays 6/16 – 8/11
Time: 4:30pm-5:30pm
Fee: $43
Age: 7-12
Maximum number: 12
Location: Gym
This program will teach shooting techniques and 
positions, accuracy and provide each participant 
an opportunity to shoot different types of 
bows. This program is available to any youth 
whom has not previously taken this course

Archery (Intermediate)
Dates: Tuesdays 6/16 – 8/11
Time: 5:30pm-6:30pm
Fee: $43
Age: 7-12
Maximum number: 12
Location: Gym
This program will improve upon the 

shooting techniques taught in the 
beginners course. This course will spend 
more time playing various archery games 
and hold competitions each meeting. 

Basketball (Girls)
Dates: Wednesdays 6/17-8/12
Time: 10:30am-12pm
Fee: $25
Age: 8-12
Location: Village Center Gym
Fine tune and continue to develop essential 
basketball skills in this fun 9 week clinic. 
Each week participants will work on skills 
and play pick-up basketball games. 

Basketball (Boys)
Dates: Wednesdays 6/18 – 8/12
Time: 12pm – 1:30pm
Fee: $25
Age: 8-12
Location: Village Center Gym
Fine tune and continue to develop essential 
basketball skills in this fun 9 week clinic. 
Each week participants will work on skills 
and play pick-up basketball games.

‘TWEEN/TEEN PROGRAMS:
Teen Archery 
Dates: Wednesdays 6/17-8/12
Time: 4:30-5:30
Fee: $43
Age 13 +
Maximum number: 12
Location: Gym
This program will provide teenagers a 
chance to learn archery and participate in 
fun competitions on a weekly basis. 

Canoe/Kayak/Paddleboard
Dates: Mondays 6/15 – 8/10 
Time: 4:30pm-5:45pm
Fee: $38
Age: 13+
Maximum Number: 10
Location: Beach Park
Learn how to canoe/kayak/paddleboard 
with Village staff. As the weeks progress, 
paddling trips will include further distances. 
All participants will need to wear a 
swimsuit and have applied sunscreen 
prior to attending on a daily basis. If 
participants have their own lifejackets, they 
are more than welcome to bring them.

3 on 3 Basketball League
Dates: Fridays 6/19 – 8/14 
Time: Boys: 10:30am-12pm; Girls: 12-1:30pm
Fee: $15/player
Age: 12 – 15
Maximum Number: 36
Location: Gym
This 3 on 3 basketball league will be played 
on Fridays in the Village Center. Players should 
sign up as individuals and there will be an 

auto-draft for teams. Each team will consist of 
a minimum of 3 players.  After the registration 
deadline has passed the teams will be assigned 
and a game schedule will be created and 
emailed out to the participants. Standings will 
be kept on a weekly basis, with an end of the 
summer tournament scheduled for August 14. 

ADULT PROGRAMS:
Adult Running Club 
Dates: Mondays & Wednesdays 6/15 – 7/29
Times: 8:30am-9:30am
Fee: $56
Maximum number: 20 
Location: Meet at the Village Center
Samantha Knudson will be leading this 
running group that will help improve your 
strength and distance running through 
the course of the 14 sessions.  

Adult Archery
Dates: Wednesdays 6/17 – 8/12
Time: 5:30pm-6:30pm
Fee: $43
Age: 18+
Maximum number: 12
Location: Gym
Learn how to shoot archery inside 
the Village Center gym. 

Adult Kickball League
Dates: Saturday 6/20 – 8/22
Time: 4:30 – 6:30
Fee: $38
Age: 18+
Maximum number: 72
Location: Stoddard Park
Sign for our first ever Adult Kickball league 

SUMMER PROGRAM REGISTRATION DEADLINE MAY 15, excluding CYGW 
which is April 10. Post 5/15/15, will result in a $10 late fee per program.

6th Grade Girls Basketball Team 
Wins Big 10 Tournament
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in the Village of Maple Bluff. Games will be 
played at Stoddard Park. Once registration 
has been completed, an auto-draft will occur 
for players to be placed on individual teams. 
Each team will have a minimum of 6 players.

Adult Pickleball
Dates: Tuesdays 6/16 – 8/18
Time: 5:30pm – 7:30pm
Fee: $40
Age: 18+
Location: Beach Park
Pickleball is a sport in which two, three, or four 
players use solid paddles made of wood or 
composite materials to hit a perforated polymer 
ball, similar to a wiffle ball, over a net. The sport 
shares features of other racquet sports, the 
dimensions and layout of a badminton court, 
and a net and rules similar to tennis, with a 
few modifications. Pickleball was invented 
in the mid 1960s as a children's backyard 
pastime but quickly became popular among 
adults as a fun game for players of all levels

FAMILY PROGRAMS:
“Amazing Chase”
Date: Saturday, August 8
Time: 1pm-5pm
Fee: $80/team ($20 per person)
Max: 20 teams
This event is based off the popular hit TV 
show “The Amazing Race”. The 2015 Maple 
Bluff “Amazing Chase” will take place in one 

day while teams race against one another 
for prizes. Each team will consist of 4 
players, which can be made up of families or 
individuals. HOWEVER, each team must have 1 
member under 18 years of age and 1 member 
over 18 years old. Each participant will receive 
a t-shirt with the “Amazing Chase” logo on it. 
Prizes will be awarded for the top 2 teams. 

TRIPS:
Six Flags Great America
Date: Thursday, July 9
Time: 7:45am – 9pm
Fee: $75
Ages: 8-17
Location: Meet at the Village Center
Participants will meet at the Village Center 
and travel to Six Flags for a day on the 
rollercoasters, amusement rides and water 
park. Participants will need to bring extra 
spending money for lunch and dinner. Lunch 
costs tend to be expensive at Six Flags.

Noah’s Ark
Date: Tuesday, July 14
Time: 9am-5pm
Fee: $60
Ages: 7-15
Location: Meet at the Village Center
Participants will enjoy a day of thrills and 
spills at the “Water park capital of the World”, 
Noah’s Ark. This trip will be a cooperative 
trip with the Maple Bluff Swim Team. 

Brewers vs. Padres
Date: Thursday, August 6
Time: 10am – 7pm
Fee: $55
Ages: 8-15
Location: Meet at the Village Center
Join us for a fun-filled day of Brewer baseball 
as they take on the Padres at Miller Park. 
Seats are located directly behind first base 
9 rows in. Space will be limited to the first 
25 registrations. Bus will leave the Village 
Center at 10am and we will return promptly 
after the ending of the game. Price of the trip 
includes bus transportation, ticket and lunch.

Curt Erickson -CPRP
Village of Maple Bluff Recreation Director
608-244-3048

Visit mononabank.com to learn more, or visit one of our four locations:

MONONA
5515 Monona Drive

(608) 223-3000

MADISON
1965 Atwood Avenue

(608) 284-8383

MONONA
6430 Bridge Road
(608) 395-2323

COTTAGE GROVE
341 W. Cottage Grove Road

(608) 839-9400

Member FDIC Follow us:LENDER

RONELLE
ESCHER

(608) 443-1991
NMLS# 504993

Cottage Grove Of�ce

TOM
SULLIVAN
(608) 223-5147
NMLS# 505008

Bridge Road Of�ce

TARA
JENKINS

(608) 223-2181
NMLS# 553630

Monona Drive Of�ce

MICHA
PETERSEN
(608) 223-2184
NMLS# 505004

Atwood Avenue Of�ce

MSB_Mortgage Ad.pdf   1/13/14   2:38:08 PM

20 Years of Local Experience

To request an estimate call 608.320.7007 
or email info@performanceext.com

www.performanceext.com

Roofing ■ Siding ■ Windows
Porches/Decks ■ & More!

– Licensed and Insured –
– Registered Insurance Adjuster –

Community 
Events Calendar

Beach Bash and Bocce Tournament – 
Friday, June 5

Village Graduation Party – 
Sunday, June 7

Fest on the Fourth – Saturday, July 4
“Amazing Chase” – Saturday, August 8
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Taste what’s new 
this spring!

608.663.5500 • www.mannacafe.com
611 North Sherman Ave. in Lakewood Plaza • Open 6am weekdays, 7am weekends

Revive the soul

�e smells of 
Manna 

Extended Family Staffing Philosophy
Improved Continuity of Service

402 Rustic Drive • Madison, WI • (608) 669-5542 • EmersonMadison.com

Newest Trend in Senior Living

Independent 
Supportive Living

Senior Living Boutique

Beautiful Executive Style Residence

It doesn’t just feel like home... it is home!

The Taff family holds a piece of Maple Bluff ’s history, own-
ing the oldest home in Fuller’s woods. Larry Taff’s grandfa-
ther, Marshal A.J. Taff, built the home in 1926.

Four generations of Taffs have lived in the home over the last 
89 years.

 “With all the past history, long term ties with other families in 
Maple Bluff, we have very strong ties to many neighbors,” Larry says.

 Larry and his wife Karen raised their two sons in the home, 
Jacob, 34, and Jesse, 32. They have a remodeling General Contractor 
business, TZ of Madison Inc, a family owned and operated busi-
ness that has been doing remodeling work in the Maple Bluff and 
Madison area since 1992.

 “One of the fun things about the family run, remodeling business 
is that every home and family has different needs; we never know 
what we will find behind the walls or stories of the past,” Larry says.

 Karen also is President of Madison Sand and Gravel Inc. As a 
result, the Taffs have extensive background in all phases of con-
struction. The kids are also a part of the businesses. While Jacob 
works with Karen, Jesse works with Larry.

 Jesse is the fourth generation carpenter, following footsteps of 
great grandfather, A.J. Taff, grandfather Jim Taff, Dad, Larry Taff. 
Since the 1930s, the family members have built or worked on many 
homes in Maple Bluff. Jacob is also continuing a long family his-
tory of working in a business started by Calvin Ziegler, his grand-
father, and Karen’s dad.

 “There’s a lot of companies that do work in construction and 
remodeling, but I don’t know of anybody that has worked or built 
on more homes than our company has over the years,” Larry says.

 Aside from being a carpenter with his son Jim Taff, A.J. Taff was 
a full-time “Marshal” of Maple Bluff, and retired in 1965 along with 
the Marshal title. A.J. was known by the use of persuasion rather 
than the iron fist per a resolution by the City of Madison on June 
24, 1965 on his retirement.

“There’s just a lot of history here. We have a number of pictures 
of my grandfather with the police cars that he had dating back to 

History Lives On
			   BY ERIN VANDER WEELE

Left: When Larry and Karen 
Taff's neighbor Mark Musser, 
who now lives in the Upper 
Bluff, was going to replace his 
garage last summer, he noticed 
the concrete floor was stamped 
with the name, “A.J. Taff”. 
The stamp proves Larry Taff’s 
grandfather built the garage.

Below: A photo of A.J. Taff in 
1937 on Lakewood Boulevard.

Larry and Karen Taff live in 
the oldest home in Fuller's 

Woods, built in 1926.



bestversionmedia.com 	 APRIL 2015  9

608-249-9744  |  www.piercesmarkets.com

2817 N Sherman Ave., Madison
Open 7 Days A Week 7:00am-10:00pm

I would like introduce myself, 
Ryan Fearn, as the new Store 
Manager at Pierce’s Market 
and invite you to stop in and 
see everything we can offer as 
your local grocer!

Call for a free estimate!

608.669.6811
madcitylandscape.com

Family owned & operated

Plantings, Patios & Pavers, 
Retaining Walls, Ponds & 

Waterfalls, Grading & Sodding,
Lawn Maintenance

Lush Grass, Amazing Creations

608-241-3400 • 4201 East Town Boulevard, Madison

the 20s,” Larry shares. “We also have photos of Maple Bluff back 
from 1926 up to the current time.”

 Larry and Karen have done extensive remodeling to their 
1920s house over the 30 years they have lived in the home. The 
20 different species of trees in their yard also have history. Larry 
says he can name which trees were planted by his mom, dad and 
grandparents. The home his parents built in Columbia County 
was built with logs of trees he planted as seedlings.

The Taffs take pride in their work and cherish the history. 
When their neighbor Mark Musser, who now lives in the Upper 
Bluff, was going to replace his garage last summer, he noticed the 
concrete floor was stamped with the name, “A.J. Taff”. That’s how 
the Taffs knew Larry’s grandfather built the garage. Four genera-
tions later, Jesse took on the project of rebuilding it.

 “Jesse was as proud as any of us that he was able to still be 
doing carpentry and be able to continue on the family heritage 
or pride in workmanship for the fourth generation,” Larry shares.

 Musser used to live across the street from Larry’s grandfather, 
who lived in the 1926 home, and worked with him doing odd 
jobs. He told many humorous stories about working in the family 
and riding in the squad car while taking driving lessons with A.J.

 “He knows the family and shared many stories with Jesse,” 
Larry says.

Invitation from the Taff Family to 
our Maple Bluff Neighbors:

Come tour the house on Sunday, May 31, 2015 • 9:30am - 4:30pm
Part of the NARI 2015 Remodeled Homes Tour 
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Serving the families of Maple Bluff since 1938

Personalized Burial 
& Cremation Services

Pre-Arrangements 

www.ryanfuneralservice.com

FIRE RESCUE DEPT. UPDATES

Message From The Fire Chief:  
On Tuesday, March 10, 2015 I was 
appointed the Fire Chief for the Village 
of Maple Bluff. It is a distinct honor 
and privilege to serve the Village of 
Maple Bluff and its residents. In the 
coming months I will be conducting 
a straightforward and realistic inter-
nal (policies, personnel, operations) 
and external (customer service) eval-
uation of our organization that will 

provide a template from which our staff can improve our oper-
ations and maintain the exceptional standards of service our 
residents and visitors have come to expect. I would like to thank 
the members of the fire department, community, fire/ems com-
mittee, and the village board for providing me the opportunity to 
help guide the future of the Maple Bluff Fire Rescue Department. I 
would also like to thank my family, specifically my wife, Meaghan, 
for their continued support. As an organization, we stand com-
mitted to enhancing the services we offer our residents. If you 
have questions or concerns about the Maple Bluff Fire Rescue 
Department, please contact me: mobile phone 608.209.2016, fire-
house 608.244.3390, or via e-mail kloy@villageofmaplebluff.com.

Response Information:

Climb For Air: Members of the MBFD will be participating in 
the 2015 Fight For Air Climb at the US Bank Center on March 

21st to help raise money for the American Lung Association 
and to promote good health. Our team climbed the 47 floors 
of the U.S. Bank building in Milwaukee in full structural fire-
fighting gear which weighs an average of 70 lbs. Our team chose 
to undertake this challenge while climbing “on air” (with our 
masks and tank air). Congratulations to all who participated.

Kristopher I. Loy, Fire Chief
kloy@villageofmaplebluff.com

Call Type January 2015 February 2015 Total

Fire(s) 1 0 1

Emergency 
Medical Service

7 5 12

Hazardous Condition 
(No Fire)

0 1 1

Good Intent Call 0 1 1

False Alarm or False Call 1 4 5

9 11 20

Total Calls
Average Response Time 

(dispatch-on scene)

20 5 minutes
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ADDRESS BEDS SQ FT LIST PRICE PRICE CHANGE SOLD PRICE
826 McBride Rd 3 1684 $389,900 -$10,000
620 Farwell Dr (Lot) - - - - - $400,000
318 Woodland Cir 5 2834 $405,000
* 919 Magdeline Dr 3 2786 $459,900
318 Kensington Dr 3 2000 $487,500
801 Butternut Rd 4 2940 $499,000
818 Charing Cross Rd 3 2814 $500,000
7 Paget Rd 5 4743 $675,000 -$25,000
909 Farwell Dr 5 4368 $825,000 -$25,000
403 Coleman Rd 5 4055 $849,900
416 Summit Rd 5 5600 $1,150,000
45 Cambridge Rd (Lake) 5 4200 $1,249,900
625 Farwell Dr (Lake) 4 4464 $1,300,000
711 Farwell Dr (Lake) 3 2448 $1,350,000
615 Farwell Dr (Lake) 4 5252 $1,450,000
* 1225 Farwell Dr (Lake) 4 5604 $1,495,000
307 Farwell Dr (Lake) 5 8545 $2,200,000
1155 Farwell Dr (Lake) 5 5423 $2,200,000
209 Farwell Dr (Lake) 4 4320 $2,750,000

 

MAPLE BLUFF REAL ESTATE MARKET FEB 6, 2015 - MAR. 5, 2015

* = New Listing      GREEN = Sprinkman Real Estate Transaction  
* All statistics have been gathered from the SCWMLS and may not include homes sold by builders or without a Realtor.

ACTIVE

BMO Harris Premier Services represents a combined service approach of BMO Harris Financial Advisors and BMO Harris Bank, each a part of the BMO Financial Group. 
BMO Harris® is a trade name of BMO Harris Bank N.A. and its affiliates.
*Securities, investment advisory services and insurance products are offered through BMO Harris Financial Advisors, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. SEC-registered investment adviser.  
BMO Harris Financial Advisors, Inc. and BMO Harris Bank N.A. are affiliated companies. Securities and insurance products offered are: NOT A DEPOSIT – NOT INSURED BY THE FDIC 
OR ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY – NOT GUARANTEED BY ANY BANK – MAY LOSE VALUE.
BMO Harris Bank® is a trade name used by BMO Harris Bank N.A. Banking products and services are provided by BMO Harris Bank N.A. and are subject to bank and credit approval. Member FDIC. 
© 2015 BMO Financial Corp. All rights reserved.

Banking and Investments*
Discover BMO Harris Premier Services, a dedicated financial team that works with you to help navigate  
a path to a more sound, secure future.

The team is close to home in Maple Bluff at 1202 North Sherman Avenue:

The right financial combination for today’s needs and tomorrow’s dreams.

Ryan Beilke
Senior Premier Banker 
BMO Harris Bank N.A.
608-246-7167
ryan.beilke@bmo.com

Ryan Stephenson
Senior Financial Advisor
BMO Harris Financial Advisors
608-231-5590
ryan.stephenson@bmo.com

Information is supplied by seller and 
other third parties and has not been 
verified. Homes listed on this page 

are not necessarily listed by the agent 
sponsoring this section.
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April
2015

THURS., APRIL 9- APRIL 16

Wisconsin Film Festival
@Madison Theatres
Presented by the University 
of Wisconsin Arts Institute 
the annual Wisconsin Film 
Festival brings a vast array of 
unique films to the Madison 
area. An eight-day exploration 
of new American independent 
dramatic and documentary 
films, animation, experimental 
restorations and revivals.
www.wifilmfest.org

FRI., APRIL 17

Second City
@Overture Center for the Arts
Madison’s got plenty of quirks to 
poke fun at, and Chicago’s most 
famous sketch and improv comedy 
troupe is coming specifically to do 
just that. Think we can take it?
Time: 8pm
Cost: $25-40
www.overturecenter.org

FRI.-SUN., APRIL 17, 18 & 19

Midwest Horse Fair
@Alliant Energy Center
The Midwest Horse Fair® is one 
of the top 3-day horse fairs in 
America. Whether you are a 
horseless horse lover, new horse 
owner, or seasoned professional, 
there will be something that 
you’ll enjoy at the Midwest Horse 
Fair! Non-horse owners, families 
and children can meet the 600+ 
horses up close by touring the two 
brand new, state-of-the-art, New 
Holland Pavilions. Shop at one of 

over 500 vendors or attend one 
of hundreds of clinics, seminars 
and educational events available 
throughout the weekend, along 
with a PRCA Rodeo on Friday 
night and an entertaining evening 
program, Epic Night of the Horse™ 
on Saturday! Check online to 
get updates on this great event.
Time: See event schedule 
on the website
Cost: One day advance ticket: $12, 
Three day advance ticket: $30 
www.midwesthorsefair.com

FRI.- SUN., APRIL 10, 11 &12

Wisconsin Deer 
and Turkey Expo
@Alliant Energy Center
The Deer & Turkey Expo offers a 
fun and educational experience 
for all attendees, featuring How-
to Seminars, Shooting Ranges, 
Contests and hundreds of hunting 
products for sale. We are your 
Hands-On, Real-Gear, Hunting 
Information Headquarters!
Time: Fri 2-9pm; Sat 9am-
7pm; Sun 9am-4pm.
Cost: Adult one day: $14, 
Adult two day: $22, 
Youth: $4, Ages 5 & under: free
www.deerinfo.com/wisconsin

FRI., APR. 24

Moon Over Monona Terrace
@Monona Terrace Community 
and Convention Center
Moon Over Monona Terrace 
combines the talents of the 
Madison Astronomical Society 
(MAS) with the striking views 

from the Monona Terrace Rooftop, 
topped off with crossed fingers for 
a crystal clear Madison evening! 
Young and old alike are invited to 
view celestial objects through a 
multitude of different telescopes. 
The evening will begin with moon 
viewing only, and will progress to 
different objects as the sky darkens. 
Activities include short kid-friendly 
presentations on the moon and 
other celestial phenomena, and a 
kid's fun zone with educational 
games and prizes! Fun for the whole 
family! In the case of inclement 
weather, please call 608.261.4000 
after 6 p.m. the day of the event 
for cancellation information.
Time: 7:30-9:30pm 
Cost: $51-$96
overturecenter.com

THURS., APRIL 23

Hair Affair: The Art of Hair
@Madison Museum of 
Contemporary Art
MMoCA will host its fourth 
biennial Hair Affair: The Art of 
Hair. This festive evening celebrates 
the fantastical art of hair design, 
showcasing extreme hair sculptures 
created by premier salons and 
stylists from the Madison area. The 
event will feature seasonal hors 
d’oeuvres from Fresco, cocktails, a 
live DJ, and a silent auction with 
spa, salon, and other indulgent 
delights. The event will include 
20 or more salon participants, 
and a VIP ticket option, with 
exclusive seating for the show. 
Ticket sales will benefit MMoCA’s 
free exhibitions and education 
programs. Tickets will go on sale 
late February to early March.
Time: 6:30-10:30pm
www.mmoca.org

FRI.-SUN.., MAY 1-10

Madison Craft Beer Week
@Various Locations 
Madison Craft Beer Week is an 
annual celebration promoting 
Madison's thriving craft beer 
culture, enhancing beer knowledge 
and appreciation by sponsoring a 
ten-day (two weekend) countywide 
festival that attracts beer tourism, 
fosters knowledge of our regional 
brewing heritage, and serves as a 
showcase for the Madison area's 
breweries, restaurants, pubs, 
caterers, retailers, entertainers, and 
other businesses with ties to the 

craft beer community. Craft beer 
lovers will have the opportunity 
to attend events ranging from 
beer dinners and food pairing 
to beer walks, bar promotions, 
brewery parties and plenty more!
www.madbeerweek.com

APRIL 24-26

Capital City Jazz Fest
@Quality Inn & Suites
The 27th Annual Capital 
City Jazz Fest will present an 
unparalleled line-up of musicians 
from all over the country – the 
Uptown Lowdown Jazz Band, 
Wally’s Warehouse Waifs, the 
Climax Jazz Band and the 
Midiri Brothers Jazz Sextet.
Time: Fri. 7pm, Sun. 4pm
Cost: $10
www.madisonjazz.com

SAT., APR. 25

Isthmus Green Day Expo 
& Ecocelebration
@ Monona Terrace Community 
and Convention Center
Enjoy more than 100 eco-friendly 
exhibits, great speakers, live music, 
food and drink samples, demos 
galore and so much more.
Time: 10am-5pm
www.isthmus.com

SAT., APR. 25

Jay Ungar and Molly Mason
@Wisconsin Union Theater
Returning to the theater season 
following their sold-out show in 
2011, the creators of Ashokan 
Farewell will delight Madison 
again with their folk music. This 
talented couple keeps busy with 
touring, their radio show “Dancing 
on the Air,” and appearing on 
BBC’s Transatlantic Sessions and 
NPR’s All Things Considered.
Time: 7:30pm
Cost: General Public: $25,Wisconsin 
Union Members & Non UW-
Madison Students: $21, UW-
Madison Faculty & Staff: $23, UW-
Madison Student (with ID): $10
www.uniontheater.wisc.edu

EVENT CALENDAR
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Give the Gift of Healing

Buy Gift Certificates online, by phone or at our office

Massage East

246-9177
2114 North Sherman Avenue

MassageEast.com

  Bring your kids to Madison Central Library for a  
free event to teach children about food allergy safety!  
Friends and family will all enjoy activities including  
storytime with “The BugaBees,” arts & crafts, giveaways  
and Q&A opportunities with Meriter doctors.

 Learn more by visiting meriter.com/allergy.

Saturday, April 18, 2015
10am till NOON

Home Care

Serving the Greater Madison 
& Dane County Area

608-442-1898

www.comfortkeepers.com

All                       is not the same.
Homemaking Services

Meals • Transportation
Companionship • Laundry

Groceries • Light Housekeeping

Personal Care Services
Bathing • Incontinenece Care
Toileting • Feeding • Mobility

Transferring & Positioning

Skilled Care*
RN • Physical Therapist

Occupational & Speech Therapist
Home Modification

Meals on Wheels (M-F)

SATURDAY, APRIL 18: 
Maple Bluff Bird City and Tree City 

Celebration and Family Fun! 

The beautiful nature, trees, birds and wildlife people enjoy 
every day in Maple Bluff contribute substantially to the 
quality of life and neighborhood and social values.  They 

are worth protecting and enhancing. Sierra Club magazine 
recently had an article saying that just seeing a beautiful tree 
or bird can generate a sense of awe that increases mental 
well-being, physical health, and empathy for others and for the 
natural world. Books such as The Last Child in the Woods doc-
ument the importance of exposure to nature for kids growing 
up for personal and social development as well as nature recre-
ation, health and education.  Maple Bluff’s commitment to birds 
and nature in the village and in our yards is recognized by 14 
years as an official Tree City and 3 years as a Bird City.  

Families and kids will enjoy the Maple Bluff Bird City and Tree 
City Celebration on Saturday afternoon April 18! Events start at 
1pm at Village Hall with a welcome ceremony and a short talk 
about How to Attract Birds to our Back Yards. This will be fol-
lowed by refreshments and fun and educational bird and nature 
activities and games for kids like Bird Bingo. We will then take a 
Bird and Nature Walk from Village Hall to the new Warren Dailey 
Cabin playground for more activities and games. Help plant a 
tree for Arbor Day that will provide shade for kids and a home 
for birds and squirrels! The Bird and Nature Walk will end at 
Maple Bluff Beach where we will dedicate a new Purple Martin 
House for lovely blue and white Martins that twitter overhead 
and eat lots of mosquitoes while we enjoy the beautiful beach. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD CLASSIFIEDS YOUTH CLASSIFIEDS

Piano lessons: I'm Katie Wall, a college student looking to teach summer 
piano lessons to children of all skill levels. I have 14 years piano experience and 
six years experience working with kids. A weekly lesson time will be arranged 
to fit your schedule. Call 608-333-6553.

Nanny: Hi, I’m Kerry McCarthy age 20 and currently a sophomore at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Oshkosh. I am Red Cross certified and have been a camp 
counselor at Camp-Ya-Gotta-Wanna for the past five years.  I am looking to nanny 
this summer and would be available June 1 through mid August (dates can be 
discussed). I have been a member of the Maple Bluff swim team since 2013 and 
I can help with getting the kids to swim lessons or swim team practice. Please 
contact me at 608-772-9521 so that we can discuss how I might be of help to 
your family. References can be provided.

NIKON Coolpix S4100 For Sale. Purple metallic color, pocket size. $50 OBO. 
Call Virginia at 257-3223.

Timeshare available. St Thomas, USVI- timeshare,  July 3-10 , 2 bedroom, 2 
bathroom, plus fully equipped kitchen, dining area and family room. Sleeps 8, 
overlooks ocean, two verandas Marriott Frenchman’s Cove- tennis courts, on 
beach, pool, water slides, grill out areas and much more. For more information, 
please call 213-8339.

Fashion Purge. Fashionista must clear space for clear conscience. This is an 
ideal opportunity for someone who wants to start a resale shop. A multitude of 
styles, including vintage, in good condition. $2,000 takes it all. Call 608-257-3223. 

To submit your free classified, 
go to www.bestversionmedia.com 

and click “Submit Content.”
For free listings, ads must be 40 words or less, non-business 

related. You will receive email confirmation. To remove or revise your 
current ad, please email evanderweele@bestversionmedia.com.

Calling All Kids & Teens!
Around this time of year, residents in your neighborhood may be look-
ing for trust-worthy, friendly, familiar faces to help them out. We invite 
you to post your talents and abilities to the Youth Classifieds section of 
your neighborhood newsletter to advertise yourself and the jobs you are 
willing to help out with. 

It’s a great way to give to your community and neighborhood, as well 
as earn a little extra spending money. So when you’re not playing in the 
parks, on vacation, or hanging out with your friends, consider some of 
following ways in which you can help your neighbors:

It’s easy to submit your ad to your neighborhood newsletter. 
Simply ask your parent for their permission. Then go to 

www.bestversionmedia.com and click “Submit Content.”

• Babysitting
• Dog Walking
• Car washing

• Snow Shoveling
• Pet Sitting
• �Window washing

• Yard work
• Tutoring
• �House cleaning

designbuildmadison.com    
608.233.2106

Designing Your Beautiful 
Building Your Dream

Joe DeMaio

Winner  of  a  2014  NARI  of  
Madison  Cont7actor  of  the  
Year  Award  for  Addition

DepenDable coverage, 
exceptional service, 
afforDable rates.

JENNIFER HAACK, Agent
2101 N Sherman Ave. • Madison, WI 53704

Office: 608.249.2182 
 Mobile: 608.213.5215

JHAACK@amfam.com

NEW!
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608-204-7575  |  5117 Verona Rd.  |  www.dream-kitchens.com 

MADISON’S LEADER IN HOME REMODELING & FINE DESIGN. 

You have personality. 

Recently completed DreamHouse project. 

Your home should too. 



You Look Great! 

2114 N. Sherman Ave. 
Madison

608-241-0323
DuwaynesSalon.com

Hair  •  Nails  •  Tanning  •  Friends

We have been helping people 
hear that for over 50 years!

Print a coupon at www.jrsmulchsales.com

4230 Acker Road • Madison, WI 53704

Kitchen designed by Carly... photos taken using the Galley sink with Bella talent.

Wash the baby, set up a taco bar, have a party...
be ready for anything with the Galley Sink!

(Found only at Bella Domicile)

Breathtaking Kitchens... 
and function for REAL living


