
  
 
 
 

2020 Referenda FAQs 
 
 

 What is on the 2020 referendum ballot? 
 A request to exceed the state-imposed levy limit for the following: 

 Competitive Wage Increases ($176,794) 
 Police Department Staffing ($267,347) 
 Fire Department Staffing ($101,764) 
 Infrastructure Stability ($50,000) 
 Reduced Transportation Funding ($114,720) 
 Unfunded Health, Retirement & Education Liabilities ($53,469) 
 Administrative & Operational Support ($52,607) 
 Equipment, Supplies & Maintenance ($45,708) 

 
 What is the actual operating referendum ballot question? 

 Under state law, the increase in the levy of the Village of Maple Bluff for the tax 
 to be imposed for the next fiscal year, 2021, is limited to 1.542%, which results 
 in a levy of $2,501,424. Shall the Village of Maple Bluff be allowed to exceed this 
 limit and increase the levy for the next fiscal year, 2021, for the purpose of 
 reinstatement of one police officer and one fire officer, adding one police officer, 
 establishing competitive wage rates for administration, fire and public works 
 personnel, recuperating loss of transportation aid and adequately funding health, 
 education and retirement liabilities, by a total of 34.477%, which results in a levy 
 of $3,363,833, and on an ongoing basis, include the increase of $862,409 for 
 each fiscal year going forward? 

 
 Where do my taxes go? 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 Doesn’t the village have a sufficient operating budget? 

 Years of tightly restricted tax increases have led to a gap between the village 
 budget and inflation. The village prides itself on fiscal responsibility, but over 
 time these conditions have led to critical staffing deficits, challenged the ability 
 to maintain financial and operational obligations, left staff wages uncompetitive 
 and depleted reserve funds. 

 
 
 Why does the village need a bigger operational budget and what if the referendum 

fails? 
 If held to the existing budget, the village will experience the following impacts: 

 Administration: 20% pay reduction for all personnel, furloughs, & staff 
retention concerns 

 Police: Critical staffing shortfall - inability to staff 24/7, reduced time-off 
coverage, limited investigative & enforcement capacity, officer safety 
concerns, reduced officer wellbeing & retention 

 Fire: Deficit in time-off coverage, non-competitive wages, retention 
concerns, & equipment replacement shortfall 

 Recreation: Non-competitive wages, volunteer work reliance, & increase 
in program fees 

 Public Works: Equipment maintenance shortfall & increase in 
replacement requirements 

 Liabilities: Unprepared to pay out sick and vacation time balances to 
retirees, cover entitled health options for all staff, or fulfill police officer 
educational incentives 

 Computer Infrastructure: Non-compliant with information security 
expectations as well as lingering vulnerabilities & inefficiencies 

 Admin: Revaluation postponed, non-compliant with state requirements, 
& inequitable taxes  

 Funding: Loss of state transportation aid, obligated to cut $114,000 from 
operating budget, decreased funds for transportation related services 

 
 



 
 What will be the impact for taxpayers? 

 As stated in the referendum language, village residents will be asked to vote on 
 exceeding the levy limit by $862,409. However, due to a reduction in debt 
 payments, the actual impact to taxpayers will be $695,517. Calculations were 
 made to assist homeowners in determining how much the village’s portion of 
 their property tax bill would increase, an estimation of their total tax bill and a 
 comparison of the total tax bill to surrounding communities.  
 

 
 

 
 When will the taxpayers’ rate change? 

The impact will appear on tax bills issued in December 2020, due on January 31, 
2021, and every subsequent year. 
 

 How long will the referendum impact the taxpayer’s rates for?  
 2020 tax bills will include an increase and every subsequent year will maintain 
 that increase.  
 
 How will any excess operating revenues be used? 
 At the end of each year, if revenues exceed expenses, the excess funds will be 
 placed in an Infrastructure Reserve account to be used towards future capital 
 projects to reduce borrowing. 
 
 What other referenda will appear on the November 3, 2020 ballot? 
 The Madison Metropolitan School District will have two referendum 
 questions on the November 3rd ballot. For additional information, please visit   
 https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/2020-referenda-future-ready 
  
 What will the impact of the other referenda items be for taxpayers? 
 The Madison Metropolitan School District Facilities Referendum will increase 
 taxes on a home valued at $500,000 by $280/year for the next 22 years*. 

 
The Madison Metropolitan School District Operating Referendum will increase 
taxes on a home valued at $500,000 by $160/year for the next 4 years*. 
 

 *This was calculated based on information found at 
 https://www.madison.k12.wi.us/2020-referenda-future-ready 

 



 
 Where can I find more detailed information about the referendum? 

Several informational documents are available for your consideration in 
preparation for this important decision on the village website 
www.villageofmaplebluff.com. You can also request these materials in paper 
from by calling the Village Center at 608-244-3048 or emailing 
info@villageofmaplebluff.com.   
 

 What are Levy Limits and CPI? 
 Levy Limits are state-imposed limits that provide the maximum amount a town, 
 village, city and county may implement as a property tax levy on parcels within 
 their boundaries. 
 
 Consumer Price Index (CPI) is a measure that examines the weighted 
 average of prices of a basket of consumer goods and services, such as 
 transportation, food, and medical care. It is calculated by taking price changes 
 for each item in the predetermined basket of goods and averaging them. 
 Changes in the CPI are used to assess price changes associated with the cost of 
 living. The CPI is one of the most frequently used statistics for identifying periods 
 of inflation and deflation  

 
 How and where can I vote? 

Election Day is Tuesday, November 3rd. The Village of Maple Bluff’s polling 
location is located at 18 Oxford Place and will be open from 7am – 8pm. 
Electors can request a mailed ballot through the myvote.wi.gov website. 

 


